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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a backlighted key and a 
manufacturing method thereof which has good visibility of a pattern such 
as a character, formed at the key top upper surface, and good visibility 
of the pattern, such as the character, even if the key top itself is of a 
transparent synthetic resin material in the case of coating of the key top 
surface is formed out of the membrane of a bright color including a pearl 
color, and a metal color, and can attain effective irradiation by diffusing 
light from a light source well, which is irradiated to the respective keys, 
and manufacturing easily at a low price. 

SOLUTION: A backlighted key is constituted of transparent or 
semitransparent rubber or a thermoplastic elastomer, and is 
manufactured by fixing a transparent synthetic resin key top 1 at the 
operating part upper surface of a key pad 5 consisting of the operating 
part and a non-operating part, forming a shading membrane 2 at the 
surface except for the back side of the key top 1, forming a bright color 
membrane 4 including a pearl color and a metal color at the surface of 
the shading membrane 2, forming marking of a character or the like at 
the front surface of the key top 1 after removing the bright color - : . . 
membrane 4 and the shading membrane 2 t and forming a 
semitransparent membrane 6 of a black type or a color type at the back side of the key top 1. 
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